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Arguably one of the most remarkable characters in the history of the Catholic Church is Godfrey of Boullion, a French 

nobleman and soldier who participated in the first of the Crusades. He lived at the tail end of the eleventh century and 

died in the one that followed. Having proved himself in battle and on the winning side of the war, Godfrey was chosen 

to be the first Christian king of Jerusalem. He politely declined the title of king, preferring instead to be known as the 

Advocate of the Holy Sepulcher. He also declined a crown of gold, protesting, “Am I to wear a crown of gold where my 

savior wears a crown of thorns?” 

In today’s gospel, the accusation Pilate put on the cross said, “Jesus Christ, the King of the Jews”. 

That was meant to be sarcastic, but it was true.  Jesus Christ is King of his chosen people, and He is king of the whole 

world.  Jesus Is king of kings because His crown is made of something more precious and powerful than gold--- it is made 

of thorns. 

Today the Sacred Crown of Thorns is at Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris, France. After the Shroud of Turin it is the most 

important relic of the church. As recently as 2008, the then Pontiff Benedict XVI venerated the crown during his 

apostolic visit to Paris. 

One of our former presidents, Barach Obama, enjoyed the privilege of viewing the Crown of Thorns while visiting Paris 

as a Head of State. 

It is rather noteworthy that very few members of Catholic royalty have been declared saints by the Church over a period 

of two thousand years. Too many have failed to give witness to their faith in Christ while on the throne. But there are 

exceptions: Margaret of Scotland, King Louis of France, Elizabeth of Hungary and a few others. 

But who then is worthy to wear a crown of thorns?  

Mother Teresa use to say that the mentally ill wear the Crown of Thorns daily. 

Truly Jesus is King also for what He did. He was the savior of all people. Jesus is King for us because He gave us 

everything He had: His life.  No fewer than three times in our brief gospel reading is there a reference to “saving”. 

(The people) “He saved others. Let Him save himself” 

(The soldiers) “Save yourself” 

(The thief) “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us”. 

Christ offered His life on the cross for all mankind. He did not come to save Himself.  But what does “saving” mean? 

The late Jesuit priest Mark Link tells a story of President Abraham Lincoln. 

In April, 1865 the slain body of the President lay in state for a few hours in Cleveland, Ohio. It was in its final journey 

from the nation’s capital to Springfield, Illinois, Lincoln’s birthplace. 

In the long line of people filing by the body was a poor black woman and her young son. When the two reached the 

President’s body, the woman lifted her son and whispered in his ear, “Honey, take a long, long look. This man died for 

you”. 

If not for Lincoln, the institution of slavery may have continued for another generation. Lincoln proved to be a “savior” 

for the black race. 

Would we agree to be a king or queen if, on condition, we each were compelled to wear a crown of thorns, a symbol of 

humiliation and degradation? 

Now we understand why Christ is the King of King! 


